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A Message from Chamber President,  
Kristin Ditlevsen 

 
 

I want to personally thank everyone who attended 
the March 23 Annual Recognition and Business 
Awards dinner and to extend my congratulations to 
all that were honored at the event. I also want to 
thank Vice President Olga Garcia for filling in for me 
at this event while I was recovering from illness.  I 
have heard all good reports on the event and am very sad I could not be 
there.  It is important to acknowledge our Event Chair Jim McGuire, Executive 
Director of the SSF Conference Center, and the entire committee and 
Chamber staff that worked very hard to make all the details come 
together.   South San Francisco has a lot to be proud of, and it really shows at 
an event like this!  
 
 

We are preparing for another big celebration in honor of our SSF Chamber of 
Commerce Education Foundation Scholarship Awardees. Thanks to the 
generosity of our sponsors, we will be awarding 39 Scholarships to high 
school Seniors on April 20th at the Basque Cultural Center. If you have not 
signed up yet we would love to have you at the luncheon event. Taking time to 
celebrate these amazing young students is a true privilege. For more 
information call the Chamber at 650-588-1911. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UroDMqoynbRdnjY_kq61aQLCg2fSwMzlvWOlWuLuCalod_IdZND2aMlM59ddTzXoKvNnyoa1t4lFFpLNVxJ263Qk_5j2aNH4Z-K6q_a7ZSDZWgRrCWLRVmn3jlSKqhNQjca5Z2AEHfzJ025bsZU7HQ==&c=KNeUK4qCu-RRd2ozolGYT6NSw6YEjPUyO-fPozoKMK6ROb4Pquay-Q==&ch=8c8G-hg-Kv_qR7nePvl0a0S4rGwBkF1W_X_Exr1gbL_WG4WnKgDsKg==


As we look back on the first three months, much of the groundwork has been 
done with respect to budgeting and planning. We are actively reviewing 
applications for our Permanent CEO position. I am pleased to announce we 
have some promising candidates.   Our committees are hard at work tending 
to the business of the Chamber. We have added eight new Chamber 
members so far this year and have several new prospective members that we 
are working with to define the value proposition for their involvement in the 
Chamber. I am looking forward to seeing the results of the Membership 
Committees efforts as we review all aspects of what we bring to the table and 
what areas we can improve.   
 

Lastly, I want to acknowledge you all as members and thank you for making it 
possible to celebrate and support this community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Recognition  

and  

Business Awards 

 

The 2023 Annual Recognition & Business Awards Dinner was held recently at 
the South San Francisco Conference Center. It was a magical evening 

emceed by former Congresswoman Jackie Speier! 
 

Congratulations to the following businesses, companies, & individuals: Pro 
Color Collision, R&A Janitorial Services, See’s Candies, Genentech, Sharon 
Ranals, San Francisco Wine School, Economic Advancement Center, Jim 

McGuire, 47 Hills Brewing Company, Department of Public Works, South San 
Francisco Conference Center, Bitters & Bottles, Flowers by Sonia. Gus 

Shihadeh and Paul Formosa were surprised when they received the last 
award of the evening, the President’s Award.  

 

Thank you to our Sponsors: South San Francisco Scavenger Co., California 
Water Service, Best Western Plus Grosvenor Hotel, Tri Counties Bank, 

Garden Chapel, Amoura, Beacon Business Bank, ProColor Collision SSF,  
Mercedes-Benz. 

 

Thank you to our Chairman Circle Members: Genentech, South San Francisco 
Scavenger Co., California Water Service, Tri Counties Bank, Kaiser 

Permanente, Kilroy Realty Corporation, Chajinel Home Care Services,  
Liberty Bank. 

 



Entertainment and music by El Camino High School & Jazz Band. Guests 
were provided sweet treats by See’s Candies, and a gourmet dinner by 

California Catering. 
 

 Photo credit: Scott Buschman Photography 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendly reminder to Chamber 
Members: 

 

Have you changed your contact information, email 

address, or phone numbers? 

 

Please provide the SSF Chamber of Commerce 

with your information to keep our website  

up to date. 
 

 



 

You can email any changes to 

info@ssfchamber.com 
 

 

 

 

 

You can RSVP and pay for our events by 
going to the calendar section and clicking 

on the event you want to attend. 
Registration is for SSF Chamber 

members.  
 

Not a Chamber member yet? 

Contact the Chamber at 
info@ssfchamber.com  

or visit www.ssfchamber.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook for the latest  
Chamber news. 

 

SSF Chamber  
Calendar of Events 

 
 
 

SSF Chamber of Commerce Scholarship 
Luncheon 

Thursday, April 20, 2023  
11:30am-1:30pm 

Basque Cultural Center 
599 Railroad Ave., SSF 

info@ssfchamber.com or 650-588-1911 
 
 

SSF Chamber and Costco Business Center 
Mixer 

Thursday, April 27, 2023 
9:00am - 10:30am 

Costco Business Center 
900 Dubuque Avenue, SSF 

Join us for light refreshments and a tour of the 
facility with an offer of a $25.00 shop card for a 

15- minute tour 
RSVP: info@chamber.com 

  
  

The 35th Annual Taste of SSF 
Friday, November 3, 2023 

12:00pm – 2:00pm 
South San Francisco Conference Center 

255 S. Airport Blvd, SSF 
RSVP: info@ssfchamber.com 

 
 

 

 

 

South San Francisco Chamber Member Benefit 

Did you know as one of the many benefits of being our member that you can 
submit your events for Chamber approval through our monthly newsletter, or 
social media outlets? Once approved, it will be listed on our event calendar! 
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East West Bank 

Grace Zhou 

27 Fourth Ave 

San Mateo CA 94401 

(650)865-0183 

Grace.zhou@eastwestbank.com 

 

East West Bank is a full service commercial 
bank that provides a wide array of services 
such as retail banking, commercial lending, 
treasury, residential lending, loans for 
commercial, construction and residential real 
estate projects, and the financing of 
international trade. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Your support is truly 
appreciated! 

 

 

BLT Construction (February 2011) 

CAT Communications (April 1993) 

Chajinel Home Cares Services (October 2016) 

Clearlite Trophies/Borba Recognition Co., Inc. 
(January 1956) 

Costco Wholesale (January 1987) 

Fairfield Inn and Suites by Marriott SFO Airport (April 
2022) 

Golden Gate Produce Terminal, Ltd. (April 1986) 

Hawi Hawaiian BBQ (September 2020) 

Hilton Garden Inn SFO North (April 1999) 

Hotel Focus SFO ( March 2013) 

KASA Partners (May 2019) 

Leadership Council San Mateo County (April 2021) 

Luis Chem-Dry (October 1996) 

Meyers, Nave (March 2019) 

Moonstar Kitchen (April 2021) 

Pribuss Engineering, Inc. (April 2018) 

STRIPE (February 2021) 
Soroptimist Int’l. No. S.M. County (April 2004) 

South City Taxes (October 2010) 

SSF Adult Education (April 2000) 

Staples (February 2019) 

mailto:Grace.zhou@eastwestbank.com


Sonesta Select San Francisco Airport Oyster Point 
(June 2020) 
 

 

Legislative Watch List 
We take care of politics so you can take care of your business 

 

 

Court Upholds California Prop. 22 

 

CalMatters 
 

 

 

COVID-19 Order and Guidance 

 

HR Watchdog 
 

Chairman Circle Members 
Chairman’s Circle members receive benefits above and beyond typical membership,  

with the highest visibility at Chamber events and in publications 
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2023 Board Officers 

 

President 
Kristin Ditlevsen 

Beacon Business Bank 

 

Vice President 
Olga Garcia 

CG Moving Company 

Board of Directors 

 

Bill Benavides 

BLT Construction 

 

Matthew Butler 
Tri Counties Bank 

 

David Huddleston 

Chamber Personnel 
 

 

Linda Parenti 
Interim CEO 

 

Arlene Dozier 
Administrative Assistant 

 



 

Treasurer 
Kevin Williams 

California Water Service 

 
 

EX Officio City Manager 
Sharon Ranals 

 

BWP Grosvenor Hotel 
 

Daniela Jonguitud 

Chajinel Home Care 
Services 

 

Keri Kirby 

Sitike Counseling Center 
 

Reggie Kumar 
AC Hotel by Marriott SFO 

 

Darius Lahtinen 

Genentech 

 

Sailesh Mehra 

SM8 

 

Natalia Morales 

Kilroy Realty Corporation 

 

Christina Ng 

Grand Palace Restaurant 
 

Shetal Patel 
Hampton Inn SFO 

 

Pravin Punjiya 

Fairfield Inn by Marriott SFO 

 

Kevin Worth  
Kaiser Permanente 

  

 

 


